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During the Guided Reading block, we focus on comprehension skills and strategies.  Comprehension skills include: predicting/anticipating, summarizing/concluding, questioning/monitoring, imaging/inferring, and evaluating/applying.  These skills can and should be reinforced at home when you read with your child.  Show your child how you ask questions when you read something.  Draw pictures together to show the images that come to mind while you read.  Ask your child for their opinions of stories, characters’ actions, and/or favorite parts.  Before reading a book make predictions, and after reading, have your child retell the story.  Anything you do with your child at home will support what we do in the classroom during Guided Reading.  


Guided Reading is divided into three sections.  There are before reading activities, during reading 




















This year we have adopted an innovative and exciting math program called Investigations.  The way in which students learn in the Investigations math program is very different from the way you or I learned math.  I will not go into too much detail here as you will be receiving a letter fairly soon describing the program in more detail.  I will however tell you that this program allows children opportunities to explore mathematical concepts through hands-on, investigative activities designed to help children make sense of these ideas.  Students will be given specific algorithms, or steps, for figuring out problems, but they will also be encouraged 























Guided Reading





Math





September


9/7  Labor Day Holiday, no school


9/11  ½ Day for Students


9/24  Field Trip to see The Jungle Book


October


10/30 End of First Grading Period


Monster Mash (Date TBA)


Field Trip to Apple Orchard (Date TBA)


























to use non-traditional methods to solve problems in ways that makes sense to them.  





The first topics being studied using Investigations math will be addition, subtraction, and 2-D geometry.  There will be times when parents are expected to play math games learned in class with their children for homework.  Your support of this program at home will not only help your child better understand the mathematical concepts, but will also help you understand how learning is taking place.  
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Self-Selected Reading





Working with Words is essentially the phonics portion of the Four Blocks.  Unlike traditional phonics programs, Working with Words is actually really fun!  The kids love this block because there are lots of opportunities to get up and move around.  Students learn how to spell high-frequency words through chanting, cheering, and incorporating certain actions to go along with the chants.  This block is very hands on and the activities are quite engaging.  





One activity, making words, allows students to manipulate letters to form words.  Rounding up the rhymes is another fun one where students find rhyming words in stories, recognize their spelling patterns, and transfer this knowledge to list more words with these patterns.  Students also delight in writing tongue twisters and illustrating them.  These are the main activities that will be introduced during this quarter.





We will not be adding any words to the word wall until October.  Once this happens, students will be given five words a week along with some word family words.  Students will be tested weekly on Friday mornings.  There will be Working with Words homework Monday-Thursday once we begin to add words to the wall.  





For now though, we will be working with student’s names and having a special student each day.  




















Welcome to 1st Grade!

















one book to take home Monday-Thursday.  Students are required to return the book the following day.  While students are reading, I will be conducting reading conferences to listen to students read individually, and to discuss the text they are reading.  Students will be given skills on how to choose books that are suitable to their abilities although they will never be told which books they are allowed or not allowed to read.    





Following the reading time, there will be sharing time.  Sometimes students will pair up and share what they’ve read with each other.  Other times, one student will share for the whole class.  Children really enjoy sharing and hearing others share and benefit from this activity as well. 
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The Self-Selected Reading block is definitely one of the students’ favorite blocks.  The purpose of this block is to show children the enjoyment in reading.  The first part of this block includes a teacher read-aloud.  All sorts of texts are used for the read-aloud including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, newspaper articles, magazine articles, etc.  Another idea behind this block is to expose children to a wide range of literature so they can form opinions of what they like best for themselves.  





Following the read-aloud, students return to their seats and choose books from their bins to read silently.  Each group of students will read from the same bin for a week and then the bins will rotate.  Research suggests that repeated readings are highly beneficial for students.  For instance, both fluency and expression become more developed after each repeated reading.  Students will be allowed to choose 





Writing








Hello all and welcome to first grade!  I hope you will take the time to read through this so you will have an idea of what to expect for this year and more specifically the next few months.  In the sections that follow I will describe the Four Blocks approach to literacy learning as well as topics that will be studied.  In addition, I will begin to describe the new math program and the topics that will be studied during the first quarter.  Please check out our website too.  This is where I will post homework along with our schedule and other happenings in the class.  www.naturallygrownkids.org 
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Top:


Our classroom library




















Bottom:


Our completed Word Wall





Social Studies


As mentioned under the Guided Reading section, social studies topics will be closely tied to Guided Reading themes.  So, the first things we will talk about for Social Studies will pertain to the family and the community.  We will also recognize other special days like Labor Day, Patriot’s Day, Jim Henson’s birthday, Christopher Columbus Day, Fire Prevention Week, National Popcorn Month, etc.





Science�For science we will be learning very generally about animal habitats because it fits with the home theme.  However, more in-depth studies of specific animal habitats will occur throughout the other three quarters.  They will learn about parts of trees, and practice their classification skills with autumn leaves.  As previously mentioned, toward the end of October, students will spend about a week learning all about bats.  





This Quarter’s Highlights
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Math (continued)











activities, and after reading activities.  There will be times when students read by themselves, with partners, with groups, with the teacher, or in a shared reading format as a whole group.  Sometimes students will echo read, or choral read (reading in unison).  There are many ways in which students can be guided through their reading and we’ll hit them all.





The books that we read during the Guided Reading block generally follow the themes we are studying during science and social studies.  So, we will start off reading about families as this is one of the first topics we will study in social studies.  From families, we will smoothly transition our reading topics into “homes” and then living in the country, mountains, and woods.  





Near the beginning of October, we will move into reading books and poetry pertaining to the autumn season.   Sometime in mid-October we will be doing a unit on bats.  This is a topic that’s very much enjoyed by both the children and me.  During this week we will have literature circles where the students will read several poems about bats and complete fun activities to go along with what they read.  Of course, we will also be reading some Halloween books around this time as well.   











First Grade
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Working with Words














In the Four Blocks program, the writing block follows a writing workshop sort of set up.  Students will be gradually guided through the writing process as they are allowed to work at their own pace. The writing block begins with a brief mini-lesson and demonstration of various writing skills followed by students writing on self-selected topics.  


While students are writing, I will be holding writing conferences.  During the conferences we will focus on whatever is on our editor’s checklist at the time, but know that I do not give answers to children.  Rather, I guide them through questioning to help them figure out what they need to do on their own.  This is the same when it comes to spelling.  I never spell words for children, but guide them into listening for the sounds they know and to do the best they can.  Clearly, I am okay with invented spellings.  I do, however, expect word wall words to be spelled correctly.  


The last 5-8 minutes of the writing block is reserved for sharing time.  Two to three students will be allowed to share each day and will receive comments, feedback, and questions from the other students.  The writing block also seems to be one of the favorites among students of all levels.  I’m excited to see our little writers grow.





























The student of the day will be interviewed by the class and then the class will write an article about them.  We will read this article and reread it over the next few days and then the student will be able to bring their article home.  The student of the day will have their name added to the word wall and everyone will practice writing it.  All students will write the student of the day’s name three times and draw a picture for them.  These pictures will be sent home with the student of the day on their special day.    





























