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 Guided Reading


We started off the second quarter with a great little spider story.  This one was perfect for continuing our study of descriptive words.  Over the next week, we will be reading books about apples.  I will be bringing in different kinds of apples for students to compare and sample, along with other apple products like cider and applesauce.  


Following the apple unit, we will transition into books pertaining to Thanksgiving.  Near Thanksgiving time, we will be learning how to read step-by-step 








directions as we make some kind of healthy seasonal treat.





After our Thanksgiving break, we will be moving right into reading books that coincide with the holiday season and we’ll also be exploring the holiday traditions of a few other cultures.  This holiday theme will also extend into social studies.  Once we return from Christmas break we will spend a week reading specifically about the winter season and then begin our studies of polar animals which will continue into the third quarter.  The polar animal unit is a favorite among the children.  I’m very excited to get this going.  




















Well, we’re off and moving with this new math program and the kids are really enjoying it.  I must say, it’s nice to hear comments like, “This is math?!!!,”  “This is so fun!!,” and “I love math!!”  The excitement at math time is almost overwhelming.  I hope all of you are enjoying playing the math games at home with your children and remember, just because a game isn’t assigned for homework doesn’t mean you can’t play it anyway.  Extra practice never hurt anyone!  





During the second quarter we will be covering units three and four.  Amazingly, we are right on target so it looks like we’ll actually get through all nine units by the end of the year!  During unit three we will be revisiting addition, subtraction, and the number system in general.  We will also be solving more story problems during unit three.  Unit four’s focus is on data analysis.  Every day we do a little bit with data collection and data analysis during our morning meeting by keeping track of the morning weather.  This should be a really fun unit.    























Guided Reading





Math





November


Preorder your yearbooks before Thanksgiving break!


11/11 Veteran’s Day-no school


11/19 K-4 field trip to The Christmas Carol


December


Friday, 12/11 is Pajama Polar Express Day!  Wear your jammies to school and enjoy hot cocoa, the book, and the movie!


12/17  Christmas Party


12/18  1/2 day for students


12/21  Start of X-mas break


January


1/4  Students return


1/18 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday-no school


1/20  End of second quarter
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Self-Selected Reading





We will continue to add 5 words a week to our word wall and students will also still have their 3 challenge words each week.  Remember, students can receive up to two extra points each for challenge words on their weekly tests; one for spelling the word correctly, the other for putting it in the blank with the correct definition.





We will continue to write and chant word wall words every day, and will be doing making words every week as well.  In addition, we will be doing Guess the Covered Word weekly (this is a huge hit with the kids).  Other working with words activities that we will be doing in here this quarter are, tongue twisters, word hunts, rounding up the rhymes, and on-the-back activities.  On-the-back activities include spelling rhyming words, writing sentences, and adding endings to words.  Students also love the game “Around the World.”  This is easily adapted to cover a wide range of skills including rhyming words,  word wall riddles, recognizing the spelling of word wall words orally, and remembering definitions of challenge words,














If a parent ever needs to reach me, please feel free to call me at home.  My number has changed!  It is now 706-781-2915.















































Social Studies


During our apple unit we will talk about how people use apples to make other foods as well as the history of apple farming.  After the apple unit, we will learn about the first Thanksgiving and pilgrims.  As mentioned under the guided reading section, we will also be learning about how other cultures celebrate the December holiday season.  


Science


For the first part of this quarter we will be studying apples and apple trees during science.  Toward the end of December and into January, we will be learning about weather and seasons.  During this unit, we will talk about winter weather in particular, as well as safety during this season.  As mentioned under the Guided Reading section, we will begin our polar animal studies toward the end of the second quarter and continue into the third quarter. 








As a reminder, the Self-Selected Reading time begins with a teacher read-aloud followed by students reading self-selected books.  While students are reading, I conference with students individually to discuss the book, hear them read aloud, check comprehension and word attack strategies utilized by students, and to guide students in choosing books appropriate to their levels.  Remember, I will never tell your child that they cannot read a book, whether it’s too hard or too easy. 





Students choose books from the same reading bin for a week.  Each week the bins rotate around the room.  During this quarter, the bins will be filled with books matching topics studied during Guided Reading, Science, and Social Studies.  There are always a wide range of choices for students to choose from, covering a variety of reading levels and genres.  Students love that they have the freedom to choose their own books and make their own decisions during this time.        




















This Quarter’s Highlights
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Working with Words














I am really impressed with the progress our group of writers have made since the beginning of the year.  They are really starting to write some amazing pieces.  Stop by sometime to check out their writing in their portfolios!  


The writing block will continue with a brief mini-lessons and demonstrations on varying writing skills followed by writing time on self-selected topics.  We will be doing some focused writing as the students learn about writing friendly letters around Christmas time.  


Students are beginning to move into peer editing and are doing awesome with this.  Because of the tremendous growth these students have exhibited, the writing rubric for most students will be changing to reflect the level of writing they are at.  


























Writing





























